
Bill of Rights Cases      Name _______________________________________________ 

 

Directions: After reading each of these cases, identify the number of the amendment referred to and the specific right in that 

amendment that is involved. Then, decide if the rights of the person involved have been violated or not. 

 

The Case Amend-

ment # 

Specific Right Involved Is this a violation 

of someone’s 

rights according to 
the Bill of Rights?  

(Yes or No) 

Example:  A public school decided that starting 

with the first day of school, each school day 

would begin with a Christian prayer.  Some 

students cheered, but others protested. 

 

   1 
There can be no establishment of religion;  

separation between church and state 

 

   Yes 

1. A man is arrested for armed robbery. He 

spends three years in prison before his trial. 

He complains. 

   

2. A man is tried and found not guilty of 

murder.  A year later new evidence is 

discovered indicating the probable guilt of 

the man. A new trial is ordered. 

   

3. A newspaper obtains documents that the 

government wants to keep secret. The 

newspaper plans to publish the documents, 

and the Department of Justice threatens to 

fine them if they do it. 

   

4. A well-known member of an organized 

crime syndicate is being tried for drug 

dealing. The district attorney forces him to 

take the stand and testify. He refuses to 

answer questions.  

   

5. A town needs more land around the high 

school. A man’s property is needed, but he 

wants to keep it. The town forces him to sell 

and gives him twice the property’s actual 

value. He sues to get his land back. 

   

6. A teenager stole a CD from a music store 

and was caught.  A jury found her guilty and 

she was put to death by hanging. 

   

7. A man is arrested in a pool hall for stealing 

automobiles.  He is tried without being 

given the option of having a lawyer and is 

found guilty.   

   

8. Police agents secretly search the house of a 

murder suspect and find a pistol.  It is used 

as evidence during the trial.  

   

9. A man intentionally  runs down and kills a 

person with his car.  The district attorney 

charges him with murder, and the man is 

brought to trial.  The man’s lawyer argues 

that this is unfair. 

   

10. A well-known movie star is accused of 

killing her husband.  The judge is afraid she 

will not get a fair trial and orders the 

courtroom closed to the media and the 

public.  Newspaper editorials claim this 

order is unconstitutional. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 


